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Upcoming Events:

Unleash Your Impact: Animal Advocacy for Tribal
ictim Services

« Webinar Training

« September 30,2026, at Ipm

« Registration Open for OK Tribal DVSA Programs
« Contactinfo@oknaav.org for more information

Cultivating Advocacy: Fostering Innovation &

s ) s
Resilience in Tribal Communi

« Two-Day In-Person Training Opportunity
* November 2-3, 2026 NoveMRER 2.3,
« save the Date & Stay Tuned! More information to Pt

come.

SCHEDULE Events Around the Corner?
S

NAAV values the important work Tribal DVSA
Programs are doing within their communities. We
welcome the opportunity to spotiight your
upcoming events on the NAAV website and social
platforms. Please send your upcoming event
information including any fiyers or graphics to
Kirsten@oknaav.org.

Visit Our Website

The Native Alliance Against Violence
website is a valuable informational
resource. Our website includes more
information about the NAAV, a listing
of Tribal DVSA Programs, an events
calendar and more.

Go to www.oknaav.org to view our
website!
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NAAV Staff Directory
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GET TO KNOW
14 US BETTER
ld

(405) 217-0212 | info@oknaav.org

REACH OUT
FOR A CHAT

https://oknaav.org

This project was supported by Grant No. 15J0VW-24-GG-01611-MUMU awarded by the
Office on Violence Against Women, U.S. Department of Justice. The opinions, findings,
conclusions and recommendations expressed in this publication/program/exhibition
are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Department of
Justice, Office on Violence Against Women.
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NAAV
Newsletter

AWARENESS. ADVOCACY. ASSISTANCE.

In this Edi

This edition highlights the work being done across Oklahoma to support survivors, strengthen
Tribal victim services, and raise awareness around issues impacting Native communities. Inside,
youll find highlights from recent trainings and events, updates on state legisiation, featured

resources, and upcoming opportunities to connect, learn, and engage with the work of NAAV and
its partners.

Otoe-Missouria Tribe Celebrates Opening of New Social
Services Building

On June 25, the Otoe-Missouria Tribe of Okiahoma celebrated the.
opening of their new social services building with a ribbon-cutting
ceremony. The ceremony brought together tribal leaders, partners
and community members to celebrate the work it took to see this
project completed as well as to share hopes and prayers for the
invaluable services that will be provided out of this location.

The Ugisa Chi Domestic Violence, Sexual Assault and Family Violence Prevention and
Services is housed at the new social services building. The mission of the Ugisa Chi
Department is to restore safety and integrity to the victims and their immediate family
members, to embrace diversity, and to provide culturally responsive services delivered with
compassion and respect. Learn more about Ugisa Chi at omtribe.org/ugisa-chi.
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Quarter in Review: Trainings & General Membership

since our last issue of NAAV News, the NAAV team conducted a few training opportunities
for our coalition members including two regional trainings and a webinar.

Regional Training & General Membership Meeting

« In early June, NAAV hosted a regional training at the Grand
Casino in Shawnee, OK. This training included a morning session
with a panel who spoke about the history of the Lethality
Assessment Protocol in Okiahoma.

« During the lunch hour, the NAAV Board of Directors held a
general membership meeting

« The afternoon session brought in the current LAP team from the
Okiahoma Attorney General's Office who delivered current
updates to LAP, an introduction to LAP 2.0, and avenues for tribal
engagement

Meet the NAAV Board of Directors.

i

s lavs

Ten stone,prsident Meriasagiand, v ocey Garey. Treasurer

sharitades
Regionz8ep

TSarn more about the NAAV Board of Directors af oknaov.org|about

Strengthening Tribal Victim Services: Addressing Sexual
Violence in Native Communities Webinar
« In May, the NAAV hosted this webinar facilitated by Minnesota Indian Women's Sexual
Assault Codlition’s Stephanie Bridwell. Attendees left more informed and with a greater
skill set in addressing sexual violence within Native communities.

Regional Training: Legal First AID

« Inlate June, the NAAV coordinated with Oklahomar's Access to
Justice Foundation to provide a Legal First AID training.
Participants left with new tools and resources to aid in meeting
clients with navigational support and connecting them with
timely legal resources.
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Honoring Voices, Seeking Justice: May is MMIP Awareness Month

Tribal organization and programs recognized MMIP Awareness Month this past month, hosting
community events throughout the state. The NAAV team attended a couple of these events and
walked in unity alongside those affected by the MMIP crisis.

CPN House of Hope: MMIP Remembrance Walk
« The

izen Potawatomi Nation's House of Hope hosted their ~
MMIP Remembrance Walk on May 14, 2026. Held at the CPN Ur
Cultural Center, the event included several speakers, SE u H
resource tables, an awareness walk and ended with a 0 0 r
butterfly release. [
* Graphics and silhouettes lined the walking path and
delivered powerful statistics highlighting the violence that
Native people face that intersect with the MMIP crisis.
Especially powerful, empty chairs marked by missing flyers
showed the multitude of local missing Native people and
highlighted the impact this crisis holds in Okiahoma.

and Murdered Indigenous Relatives Walk

« In collaboration, the Absentee Shawnee Tribe and the
seminole Nation held their MMIR 2026 walk to bring forth
awareness, remembrance, and change. Speakers and
resource tables were included in the event, and attendees
walked in unity for those who are missing, those whose
stories deserve justice and the loved ones still searching S
for answers.
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United for Change:

Recognizing Domestic Violence Awareness Month

1n198], the National Coalition Against Domestic
Violence (NCADV) declared a National Day of
Unity on October 17° to raise awareness and

Domestic Violence Red Flags:
Domestic violence is all about power and
control. The following list includes some

support survivors. 1987 marked the first
observance of Domestic Violence Awareness
Month (DVAM), and in 1989 Congress officially
established October as Domestic Violence
Awareness Month

Thirty-nine years after that first Day of Unity was
held, both the Day of Unity and DVAM are still
recognized today and just as critical to raising
public awareness, supporting survivors and
uniting advocates and advocacy organizations.

Domestic violence remains an issue nationally
and locally. According to the National Domestic
Violence Hotline, an average of 24 people
experience some form of intimate partner
violence every minute. Locally, Okiahoma
continues to consistently rank among the states
with the highest rates of domestic violence.
Given its prevalence, it is important to be
informed about domestic violence and know
about local resources that help survivors
reclaim their autonomy and lives. Everyone
deserves a life free of violence.

If you or someone you know is experiencing
domestic violence, please know that it is not your
fault and you are not alone. There are advocates
waiting to help. Please visit oknaav.org for a listing.
of Tribal DV Programs as well as other resources.

common warning signs that someone
may be abusive.

P

o
P

>
P

Isolation: Do they insist you stop
spending time with family or
friends? Do they want you to quit
your habbies, job or school?

Excessive Jealousy: Do they
consistently accuse you of
cheating?

Criticizes or Puts You Down: Do

they call you names or tell you
that only they will ever love you?

Love Bombing: Usually occurs at
the beginning of the relationship
and may seem too good to be
true.

History of Abuse: Have previous
significant others expressed that
they experienced abuse?

Do they keep tabs
on where you are all the time?
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Policy Pulse

Oklahoma's 2" Regular Session of the 60" Legislature concluded in May 2026. Of the 48 bills
led that NAAV identified as having an impact in the areas of domestic violence, sexual
assault, stalking and human trafficking, 12 were passed into law. One bill passed both the
House and Senate but was later vetoed by Governor stitt.

Legislation Passed During the 2026 Legislative Session:

House Bill 4342: Allows evidence of prior acts of domestic abuse to be admissible and able to be
considered in criminal cases involving domestic violence or abuse.

House Bill 3040: Broadens the designated safety zone for individuals required to register as sex
offenders.

House Bill 2959: Requires public and private school administrators to notify law enforcement within
24 hours of learning that a school employee has allegedly abused a student

House Bill 4104: Adds three voyeurism-related offenses to the B5 sex crime classification, requiring
individuals convicted of these offenses to register as sex offenders.

House Bill 4141: Makes permanent the position of Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner Statewide
Coordinator within the District Attorneys Council.

‘Senate Bill 1238: Increases the minimum punishment for persons convicted of domestic abuse in
the presence of a child for the first offense to1-5 years in prison as d Class 58 felony.

‘Senate Bill 1325: Requires defendants charged with certain repeat or serious domestic abuse,
offenses to wear a GPS monitoring device as a condition of bail with the defendant responsible for
the cost. The Department of Corrections must monitor the defendant's location until the case is
resolved.

‘Senate Bill 1264: Expands "great bodily injury” to include prolonged pain or discomfort, concussions,
and injuries to more than 10% of the body.

‘Senate Bill 2170: Provides that supervised visitation is required for any person who is the subject of
substantiated referral relating to sexual abuse of a child.

Senate Bill 1733: Requires  school district to immediately notify law enforcement any time a school
employee is found to be privately texting o emailing a student in a sexually inappropriate way.
Senate BIll 1810: Allows expert witness testimony on human trafficking to be admitted as evidence in
©Oklahoma court cases when human trafficking s alleged. It also expands support for trafficking
victims by directing the Attorney General's Office to provide services.

Senate Bill 1378: Directs the Attorney General to establish a two-year pilot grant program to support
victims of sexual and labor trafficking through services such as shelter, counseling, medical care,
substance abuse treatment,job training, and education.

Vetoed Legislation from 2026 Legislative Session:

« Senate Bill 1730: Requires law enforcement to submit records of reports of complaints or allegations
of potential sex offenses to the Oklahoma State Bureau of Investigation for official investigative and
recorakeeping purposes.

For @ more in-depth look at the legisiation listed above, visit the Oklahoma Legisiature’s website, You
can search by HB## o SB#.
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Resource Round Up:

Tribal Law & Policy Institute

« The Tribal Law & Policy Institute is a Native American
operated non-profit dedicated to providing free
publication resources, comprehensive training and
technical assistance for Native nations and tribal justice
systems

« The TPLI houses publications on a variety of subjects
including Domestic Violence Courts/Dockets, Sexual
Assault, Sex Trafficking, Violence Against Native Women,
and VAWA 2022 Tribal Criminal Jurisdiction.

Suggested Reading:

« What My Bones Know: A Memoir of Healing from Complex
Trauma written by Stephanie Foo

« New York Times Bestseller & Goodreads Choice Award:
Nominee for Readers’ Favorite Memoir & Autobiography
(2022)

« “Inthis deeply personal and thoroughly researched account,
Foo interviews scientists and psychologists and tries a variety
of innovative therapies... Ultimately, she discovers that you
don't move on from trauma- but you can learn to move with
it

« "Powerful, enlightening, and hopeful, What My Bones Know, is
a brave narrative that reckons with the hold of the past over
the present, the mind over the body- and examines one
woman's ability to reclaim agency from her trauma.”

What My Bones Know
Written by Stephanie Foo

The National Resource on Cybercrimes (NRCC)

+ The National Resource Center on Cybercrimes (NRCC)
offers practical, trustworthy guidance for professionals
and communities addressing digital abuse against
individuals, focusing on cyberstalking, nonconsensual
distribution of intimate images (NDII), and technology-
facilitated abuse. Through training, resources, and
targeted technical assistance, NRCC helps advocates,
educators, law enforcement, prosecutors, judges and
communities grow their capacity to identify and
respond to digital abuse.





